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Themes Identified

ACTIVITIES
UNDERTAKEN

Funding: Additional funding was identified as a primary need by 59% of groups with that figure 
increasing to 75% when speaking to informal community groups.

Events: 51% of all groups noted events as a priority; the need for more events, funding for events 
and facilitation of events were consistently mentioned as an issue or support requirement. In 
addition to this, of the 14 people interviewed on camera, 86% chose to speak about the positive 
experiences associated with events and/or giving a direct call for more events.

A central point of contact for information and support: The necessity for some form 
of centralisation of information, contacts and support was repeatedly voiced with 49% of groups 
stating they would like a central point of contact and/or a mechanism for communication. This also 
includes groups who were not predominantly formed of BME communities but provide/would like 
to provide further support.

Capacity Building: 46% of groups stated they require some form of capacity building, the most 
common requirements being; help with how to source funding and write funding bids, how to 
register as a charity, training volunteers and staff.

Language: Barriers and support with language was stated as a requirement in various forms by 
28% of groups. This includes help with English/ESOL, interpretation and translation, preserving 
native languages.

Hate Crime: was mentioned by 21% of groups as an issue and/or a subject that needs additional 
support. This included experiences of hate crime, raising awareness and the lack of trust action will 
be taken when hate crime is reported.

Other notable feedback: cultural integration (stated by a notable 18% of groups), the need for 
a more permanent venue/centre/office/base, transport and access to cultural or religious facilities 
and materials

                                          Over 7 months, 90 community representatives/groups/agencies were 
                                            contacted with varying interactions; meetings, email and phone.

                                                BME Community Groups in Somerset (Appendix 1) is a list of 39 groups 
                                                         providing general information about the group, issues affecting them/
                                                         their members, and any support required for the future. Of the 39 
                                                         groups, 74% of the groups is informal community groups or charities which 
                                                         shows provision for BME communities appears to be largely reliant on the 
                                                         communities themselves and local charities

                                           Approximately 530 people benefited from the 4 events supported with 
                                  approximately 55% of the people involved/attending being of BME heritage.

 High quality photos and films were produced creating a varied archive of positive media and will  
 be available to organisations throughout Somerset. Images can be viewed and downloaded via  
 www.somersetrcc.org.uk/download-our-photos/
  www.somersetrcc.org.uk/somerset-diverse-communities-report-video-files/

 There were 8 successful applications to the small grants fund which supported approximately 435  
 people, approximately 90% of whom were of BME heritage. Many of the funded activities have  
 inspired plans for the future and the development of the group.



To find out more about Somerset  Diverse Communities  
_ Beccy: 07377 363165  

  Email: diversecommunities@somersetrcc.org.uk

Conclusions 

The evidence gathered
from the first phase of the 

Somerset Diverse  Communities
project identified the following 
support requirements for BME

communities in Somerset:

Additional funding to support activities

Events to share, celebrate and learn

A central point of contact and information within the county

Capacity building – training to build skills, how to apply for funding, 
formalising groups.

Language help with English and other native languages

Hate Crime - experiences of hate crime, the need to raise awareness and lack 
of trust action will be taken if reported.

Cultural integration – cultural norms, legal issues and pride in culture

Access to a more permanent venue/base/office

Access to cultural facilities and materials

Transport – lack of public transport and prohibitive costs of private transport


